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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

April 22, 2025 

A PROJECT EVERYONE CAN CELEBRATE 

Turning Wastewater into Worthwhile Savings  

BEDFORD, Va. — In celebration of Earth Day, the Bedford Regional Water Authority (BRWA) is 
recognizing a major milestone: two years of successful environmental improvements and cost savings 
at its Central Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
 
Through a forward-thinking public-private partnership with Schneider Electric, BRWA has significantly 
modernized its infrastructure to ensure more sustainable, resilient operations. The project included 
upgrades to critical systems, enhanced process redundancy, and the implementation of energy 
conservation measures (ECMs) designed to support both current operations and future growth. 

 

 

 
To commemorate the achievement, U.S. Representative Morgan Griffith joined lawmakers, 
environmental advocates, regulators, and project partners for a celebratory event on Tuesday. 

“As a member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, I believe it is important to support 
measures that help the country’s conservation efforts and also facilitate economic growth and 
development,” Rep. Griffith said.  “I appreciate the opportunity to celebrate Earth Day with Bedford 
Regional Water Authority and bring awareness to their initiatives that help the region’s environment.” 
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Environmental Gains and Economic Results  

• Cleaner streams due to reductions in untreated wastewater discharge 
• Fewer landfill trips resulting in reduced waste and lower carbon emissions 
• Greater system reliability through improved operational redundancy 
• Ongoing cost savings of more than $217,000 per year 

“Over the past decade, our collaboration with the BRWA has been a journey of innovation and 
progress,” said Pam Janney, Director of East Coast Utility and Complex Project Development at 
Schneider Electric. “The transformation of the Central Wastewater Treatment Plant is a testament to 
our shared vision for environmental stewardship and operational excellence.” 

Brian Key, Executive Director of the BRWA, reflected on the Milestone: “This project has been years 
in the making—and we started realizing cost savings even before completion.  It’s rare for a major 
treatment plant upgrade to pay for itself with operational savings, let alone deliver environmental 
benefits at the same time.  That’s what makes this project so special—and why such a diverse group 
came together to celebrate its success.”  

About the Bedford Regional Water Authority  

The Bedford Regional Water Authority (BRWA) provides reliable, high-quality water and wastewater 
services to the residents and businesses of Bedford County and the Town of Bedford. With a 
commitment to collaboration, adaptability, results, and enthusiasm, we ensure that our community 
thrives through sustainable water management. 

In partnership with the Western Virginia Water Authority, we also serve the Smith Mountain Lake 
area, including parts of Bedford and Franklin Counties. 

At the BRWA, our vision is clear: Clean Water. Healthy Environment. Thriving Community. 
For more information, visit www.brwa.com. 

About Schneider Electric  

Schneider’s purpose is to create Impact by empowering all to make the most of our energy 
and resources, bridging progress and sustainability for all. At Schneider, we call this Life Is On. 

Our mission is to be the trusted partner in Sustainability and Efficiency. 

We are a global industrial technology leader bringing world-leading expertise in electrification, 
automation and digitalization to smart industries, resilient infrastructure, future-proof data 
centers, intelligent buildings, and intuitive homes. Anchored by our deep domain expertise, we 
provide integrated end-to-end lifecycle AI enabled Industrial IoT solutions with connected products, 
automation, software and services, delivering digital twins to enable profitable growth for our 
customers. 

We are a people company with an ecosystem of 150,000 colleagues and more than a million 
partners operating in over 100 countries to ensure proximity to our customers and stakeholders. We 
embrace diversity and inclusion in everything we do, guided by our meaningful purpose of a 
sustainable future for all. www.se.com   

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brwa.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cskylar.hermann%40se.com%7C0718d12714e84f700dbe08dd77a511ed%7C6e51e1adc54b4b39b5980ffe9ae68fef%7C0%7C0%7C638798273332593780%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B%2BP7wdJI5RrG4fURc5H9h6fVr%2B20PltjHt04t6WaGZI%3D&reserved=0
http://www.se.com/
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For more information, please contact:  
 
Kyle Draper  
Communications Supervisor 
Bedford Regional Water Authority  
540-586-7679 
K.draper@brwa.com 
 
Skylar Hermann 
Marketing Manager 
Schneider Electric 
502-594-7854 
Skylar.hermann@se.com 
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